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Graduation at the University of Glasgow.
The autumn graduation ceremony took place at the Uni-

versity of Glasgow last week and was the occasion of a
very rowdy demonstration by the students. 0 11 graduates
who came forward for the degree of M.D. two received it
"with honours "and four "with commendation." Several
graduates, who on account of being referred or for some
other reason, were unable to attend the midsummer gradua-
tion, received the degree of M.B., Ch.B, Principal Donald
MacAlister presided and, in the absence of the Chancellor of
the University, conferred the degrees.

Montrose rnfirmary and its Medical Officers.
At a meeting of the managers of the Montrose Royal

Infirmary held on Nov. 5th, Provost Foreman presiding, it
appeared from the minutes of the house committee that

the medical officers to the hospital had intimated that
in future they intended to charge private patients sent by
them to the infirmary for treatment and that the committee
had by a majority minuted the instruction. Mr. Smith, in
moving the approval of this portion of the minute, stated
that the question of the medical man charging fees was a
matter between the medical men themselves and their

patients. The Rev. Mr. Taylor moved as an amendment
that the board declines to entertain the medical men’s

proposal as being ultra vires alike of the medical officers
and of the board. There would, in the event of the

proposal being carried out, be a temptation to the medical
men to put patients who were able to give fees into
the infirmary. The result would be that the parish Icouncil, the churches, the public works, and individuals
would withhold their subscriptions. In his opinion the
medical men wished to make a benevolent institution into a

nursing home. The idea of charging people admitted into a
benevolent institution was outrageous and he strongly depre-
cated employing it in the interests of the well-to-do. The
Rev. Mr. Callan seconded the amendment which was carried
by 12 votes to 3.

Outbreak of Enteric Fever at Montrose.
An outbreak of enteric fever has taken place at Montrose

and is assuming epidemic proportions. On Nov. 3rd four

patients were removed to the Infectious Diseases Hos-
pital at Brookfield, and up to the 7th 12 cases had been
notified. Several of the patients are children and the
cases are mostly severe. The outbreak is not confined to
any particular part of the town. Dr. M. Connon, the medical
officer of health, in his report to the public health com-
mittee of the town council, stated that so far he had been
unable to discover the cause of the outbreak, and in view of
the number of cases asked for power to furnish part of the
new administration block for the accommodation of the
nurses.

Nov. l2th. 
_________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Necessity for a Minimum of Visual Acuity in Chauffeurs.
MANY of the accidents in connexion with motor-cars may

be put down to a want of visual acuity in the chauffeur, and
since railway men have to undergo a stiff examination in visual
acuity it seems only natural to consider that visual acuity is
just as necessary to steer a motor-car as to drive a train. On
Oct 8th M. Roche read a paper before the Ophthalmological
Society in which he stated that there had come under his
notice a relatively large number of chauffeurs in charge of
powerful cars whose visual powers were reduced to a

minimum. In one case, for instance, the chauffeur was
practically blind in one eye from a central corneal opacity,
while the other eye was so astigmatic that no glass would
correct it. In another case the patient had high myopic
astigmatism in both eyes. Only recently this chauffeur, who
was riding a motor-bicycle, had suddenly found himself in
the middle of a flock of sheep which he had taken to be a
cloud of dust. Some chauffeurs, too, are practically
monocular and if the healthy eye is momentarily put out of
action by a cloud of dust, or by a fly getting into it, the
chauffeur, for the time, is quite blind. M. Roche con-
cluded by asking the society to adopt a motion that no

person should be licensed as a chauffeur unless he had a
certificate of at least minimum visual acuity, signed by an
ophthalmic surgeon. The motion was referred to a com-
mittee.

Colloidal Silver in Genito- Urinary Affections.
M. Hamonic recently read a paper on this subject at a

meeting of the French Urological Association. Colloidal
metals consist of particles of very small dimensions,
suspended or dissolved in a liquid medium. These particles
show active brownian movements. The colloidal state can be
brought about either by chemical methods or, and this is
better, by electric discharges. This latter method results
in the granules being of a definite size and of absolute purity.
The method of administration is either by venous injection
or directly into the tissues Metals so prepared have no

toxicity and the particles possess a sort of life of their own
which makes them comparable to ferments. They promote
metabolism, increase cellular activity, and raise the phago-
cytic power. M. Hamonic has employed silver in this form
with excellent results in cases of tubercle of the bones and
glands. The technique of administration is simple : it is
only necessary to inject the drug into the diseased tissue in
a quantity varying with the extent of the lesion and the
tolerance of the patient. In the case of the testicle the
fluid has to be injected very slowly. The prostate may be
injected by placing the patient in the genu-pectoral posi-
tion and exposing the site of the gland by a speculum.
Sometimes the injection will produce a little reaction but
never one of any moment.

Hearing and Speeeh in Deaf-Mutes.
On Oct. 29th Dr. Marage read a paper before the Academy

of Medicine on Some Experiences with Deaf-Mutes. He
considers that, whatever be the degree of deafness, the
condition of a deaf-mute can be improved if he is able
to repeat what he understands. Other patients, on the
contrary, who at first sight appear to be very little deaf are
absolutely incurable. A simple examination undertaken by
Dr. Marage enabled him to class his pupils into three
categories-those who eventually understand and speak
almost as well as anybody else ; those who never get further
than simply hearing and understanding music ; and, finally,
those, very few in number, who are absolutely incurable.
Dr. Marage showed the Academy some deaf-mutes who,
beginning in the month of June last, had been taken
through a six weeks’ course of acoustic exercises with the

sir&egrave;ne &agrave; voyelles. These children, who varied in age from 11
to 14 years, could not only hear and understand French but
their voices had gradually lost that very disagreeable quality
which when one has once heard it is never forgotten. This
method is valuable because the use of the sirene &agrave; voyelles
does not in any way fatigue the teacher.
Some Errors in the RadlograpAic Examination of Fractures.
At the recent meeting of the French Association of Surgery

held in October M. Lucas-Championniere discussed this sub-
ject. A very slight displacement of any part of the apparatus
makes a factitious deformity. Moreover, fractures which
are easily recognised clinically can be missed by radiography
and portions of callus which appear transparent may be
really quite solid. The observer should know how to interpret
his radiogram which is by no means, as is commonly sup-
posed by magistrates and the public, a true image. The

paper dealt with very important matters from the medico-
legal point of view.

A New Chair of Obstetrics.
At the sitting of Nov. 5th the Chamber of Deputies

restored a vote of 19,050 francs for the organisation of a
third chair of obstetrics (to deal with the clinical teaching of
midwives) at the Faculty of Medicine, which vote had been
previously thrown out by the Treasury officials (Commission
du Budget) and by the Government. The vote has yet to
pass the Senate, and, moreover, although the committee of
the Faculty of Medicine congratulated M. Cazeneuve, to
whose effort the passage of the Bill through the lower House
is mainly due, yet many members of the Faculty are opposed
to the creation of the chair.

Nov. l2th. 
_________________

SWITZERLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Etiology of Barlow’s Disease.
Dr. Bernheim, privat-docettt for children’s diseases at

Ziirich, publishes an interesting paper on the Etiology of
Barlow’s Disease. This affection is so rare in Switzerland that
neither Professor Stoos at Berne nor Professor Hagenbach


